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HISTORY SERIES FEATURING VETERAN CLEVELAND REPORTER WILL BE REPRISED FOR FALL TV SEASON
{LAKEWOOD, OH}  The reprise of an Emmy-nominated TV series on Cleveland history by Storytellers Media Group, called Doris O’Donnell’s Cleveland, will be broadcast as a weekly series this fall season on PBS 45 & 49.  The first of the six half-hour episodes – called “The Day Marilyn Died” – will premiere Sunday, September14, 2008 at 10:30 p.m.; the remaining programs will also be broadcast in that time slot through Sunday, October 19.  Web versions of all episodes will be available for download on Storytellers’ web site – www.storytellersmediagroup.com – following each broadcast. 
Few print reporters have known Cleveland as well or for as long as Doris O'Donnell. Based largely on her memoir entitled Front Page Girl (Kent State University Press, 2006, ISBN 0-87338-846-1), “The Day Marilyn Died” and other episodes in the series include the journalist’s first hand recollections of the Glenville and Hough riots, Cleveland’s “golden age of print,” how women broke into Cleveland newspapers, Ms. O’Donnell’s Eastern swing with the Cleveland Indians in 1957, and a profile of Dennis Kucinich’s tenure as mayor of Cleveland.
When Doris O’Donnell began writing for James Ford Rhodes High School in 1937, female reporters were rare and always wore white gloves.  In a career that spanned half a century, she pranced around as a cigarette girl and drove an army tank; she jockeyed with male reporters for scoops on the police beat and maneuvered her way through riot torn streets; she breached the Iron Curtain in the early days of the Cold War and prowled the barrios of Los Angeles on the trail of the gun that killed Robert Kennedy.  Ms. O’Donnell worked for the Cleveland News, The Cleveland Plain Dealer and a number of smaller papers in between, and at one time handled public relations for Mayor Ralph J. Perk as well as for the Cleveland Zoo.  She was niece to county sheriff Martin O’Donnell, daughter of a Democratic Party ward leader, friend to the county coroner and the wife of another of Cleveland’s premier journalists, Howard Beaufait.
“The Day Marilyn Died” solely focuses on events leading up to the story Sam Sheppard told investigators about the early morning hours of Independence Day 1954.  Advances in blood spatter evidence and close reexamination of what was found the day of Marilyn Sheppard’s murder – and what was not found – strongly suggest what police, prosecutors, newspapers and the public suspected from the beginning:  they got the right man.  The program features interviews with Ms. O’Donnell and with writers Dick Feagler and Brent Larkin, Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Bill Mason and Bay Village retired policeman Fred Drenkhan, the first officer to arrive at the murder scene.  Author James Jessen Badal hosts each episode in the series.

Others interviewed for the series include photographer Tony Tomsic; writers Russ Schneider, James Renner, Betty Klaric, Barb Weiss and Nancy Gallagher; police officers Bob Bolton, Edward Kovacic, Bob Cermak, Lou Grove, John Sweeney and “Bud” O’Malley; Cleveland Indians rep Bob DiBiasio, Congressman Dennis Kucinich and city council legend George Forbes.  Original theme music for the series was composed by Carl Michel.

“The Day Marilyn Died” was nominated in July 2008 for a regional Emmy.  In September 2005 Storytellers received a regional Emmy Award for the 2004 true crime documentary Dusk & Shadow – The Mystery of Beverly Potts (ISBN 0-9749575-4-2), about the unsolved disappearance of an 11-year-old Cleveland girl from a neighborhood park in August 1951.  The documentary is based in part on Twilight of Innocence (ISBN 0-8733883-6-4), a book by true crime author, Dr. James Jessen Badal.  Composer Carl Michel’s musical score for the documentary received the award.   

Nominated for two Emmys in 2003, Storytellers’ documentary on Cleveland’s notorious Butcher of Kingsbury Run, called The Fourteenth Victim – Eliot Ness and the Torso Murders (ISBN 0-9749575-3-4), again featured music by Carl Michel and was also based on a book by Dr. Badal, In the Wake of the Butcher (ISBN 0-8733868-9-2). The feature length program has aired several times on regional PBS television.

Like The Fourteenth Victim and Dusk & Shadow, Doris O’Donnell’s Cleveland is produced in partnership with the Cleveland Police Historical Society and Museum; production assistance was granted by Cuyahoga Community College Television Production Department.  Downloaders of Doris O’Donnell’s Cleveland episodes can do so at no charge and are encouraged to donate to the Police Museum’s capital campaign via the Storytellers web site.  Major funding support for the series is provided by the Allegheny Foundation.

For more information about Storytellers Media Group, LTD call 216-228-1441, or write to:

2223 Carabel Avenue, Lakewood, OH, 44107-5565.
Press kit for the series, with photos suitable for print (300 dpi) are available here: http://www.storytellersmediagroup.com/DorisSeriesPressKit.html
Media members may Email the company at:
mail@storytellersmediagroup.com.
A web page about the series, with program downloads, is located here:
http://www.storytellersmediagroup.com/Doris%20ODonnells%20Cleveland.htm.
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